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WINC’s Mission: ANIMAL CARE 

A Rough Start for a Young Hawk 
On September 17th, we admitted a 

juvenile Red-tailed Hawk. The story 

on how she came to us is an inter- 

esting one. A family was horse-back 

riding when they came across the 

hawk on the ground. Startled by the 

encounter, she tried to fly away 
but was struggling to get off 

the ground. Concerned 

about her well-being, 

the family came to the 

rescue by carefully con- 

taining her and holding 

her as they rode their 

horses back to call 

WINC immediately. 

 
Upon admission, staff 

found the hawk to 

be critically thin and 

severely dehydrated. 

She had suffered multi- 

ple shoulder injuries and 

was suspected to have been 

grounded for quite some time, 

unable to catch food. Because of 

how thin she was, our staff fed a 

specialized liquid diet to ease her 

system back into digesting food again, 

in addition to giving injectable fluids. 
She was tube fed several times a day 

for the first few days until she was 

digesting properly. Then she moved 

onto easily digestible organ and 

muscle tissue (viscera) and eventually 

we were able to upgrade her diet to 

more solid foods. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk 

She has been receiving anti-inflam- 

matories and pain medication as 

she continues to heal in care. She 

has come a long way, has become 

much stronger and healthier, and 

was recently upgraded to a larger 

space to start using her wings 

more as her shoulder inju- 

ries continue to improve. 

 
Although she is im- 

proving, her shoulder 

injuries will take a 

while to heal. She 

had fractured her 

left clavicle and 

scapula. She also 

fractured her right 

coracoid and has 

pectoral atrophy, 

meaning she has 

thinning of muscle mass 

in the pectoral region 

due to the lack of use after 

her injuries. Because of the 

severity of her injuries, she will 

need a lot of time to heal in care. 

She is currently in a small flight 

space, but will eventually move to 

our large flight aviary. With the 

winter approaching quick, and she 

will not be ready for release until 

spring. She will be over-wintering 

with WINC as she continues to 

heal in preparation for release in 

the early spring. 
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Wildlife Education Programs 

It was a very busy summer for our Education Coordinator, Helen, as she 

booked the most programs as WINC partnered with BRIDGES, which is a 

library system that includes all of Waukesha County and Jefferson county’s 

libraries. Helen was able to present at 14 different libraries throughout 

July and helped educate our surrounding communities about what wildlife 

rehabilitation is and fun facts about wildlife with a few of our educational 

ambassadors. With amazing turnouts to these programs hosted at various 

libraries, we were able to educate over 1,400 people about the Wildlife In 

Need Center’s mission! 

The Education Department has big plans for this fall and is currently working 

with Girl and Boy Scout leaders to help create educational experiences 

for scouts to earn badges on wildlife education. Our educational programs 

remain a perfect way for Scouts to connect with nature and can be 

tailored to a troop’s needs and ages. Our programs can also be used as an 

introduction to some of the environmental merit badges, and the Wildlife 

In Need Center is also a great place to help create or build something for 

a scout’s Bronze, Silver, or Gold Award. Many troops have been collecting 

“in kind” donations of various items our center is always using (from paper 
 

Both Photos: Helen Holtz presenting program for the Bridges Library System 

 

towels and cleaning supplies to canned goods and cat, dog, and bird food) 

in lieu of payment for their program fee with great success – sometimes 

donating hundreds of worth in goods more than their fee! 

To host your troop’s next activity here at the Wildlife In Need Center or to 

schedule one at a location of your choosing, please reach out to education@ 

helpingwildlife.org or check out our website for more information. We are 

also offering virtual programs over Zoom or Skype. These programs offer 

the chance for up to 40 scouts to view our educational animal ambassadors 

up-close and personal from their own homes and learn all about wildlife of 

Wisconsin. 
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A Hawk’s Lost Meal 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Top Left Photo: Ruptured Crop on admit 

Bottom Left Photo: Crop healing and full of seed 

 

 

 

 

 

Top Right Photo: Crop after being sutured together 

Bottom Right Photo: The dove in an outdoor aviary with 

one of her new friends 

S O C I E T Y 

Think of us while you are estate 

planning! Leaving a gift to the 

Wildlife In Need Center will 
In October, we admitted a juvenile Mourning Dove that someone witnessed 

being dropped by a hawk. This dove is an uncommon example of an animal 

that WINC admitted due to natural causes, such as a (wild) predator attack. 

In North American wildlife rehabilitation centers, most patients admitted are 

injured due to human-causes such as vehicle collisions, habitat destruction, 

pesticide use, domestic predators, etc. 

Upon admission, staff found the Mourning Dove had an injured wing and hip 

plus a ruptured crop. A bird’s crop is a pouch-like enlargement of the esophagus, 

where food is held prior to digestion. 

Our medical team sutured the crop, and she was started on a regimen of 

medications to address the pain, inflammation, and potential infection. The 

dove was strong and feisty when receiving her morning care the following day. 

However, when checked on in the pm, she was in shock and crashing fast. 

We quickly responded with providing heat and our emergency stabilization 

protocol to revive the dove. 

Because of the injuries the dove had suffered, and the newly repaired damage 

to her crop, it was very challenging to tube feed her, but this was necessary for 

the next few days until she was strong enough to eat on her own. We closely 

monitored her healing, due to the risk of the crop tearing back open if it’s too 

full of seed. 

After all that, she is now stable and eating well! Her crop is now fully healed 

and able to be filled with seed. She was recently moved into an outdoor aviary 

space to recondition her flight in preparation for release, along with two other 

juvenile Mourning Doves to keep her company. We hope to release her with 

her new friends in the next few weeks! 

sustain WINC’s mission to con- 

nect people and wildlife through 

rehabilitation and education for 

generations to come. 

 
When you notify WINC that 

you have included the center in 

your will or trust, you will auto- 

matically become a member of 

the Dakota Society. The Dakota 

Society was formed to recognize 

our members during their life- 

time. 

 
A quote from one beautiful 

Dakota Society member: “I was 

raised with the mindset that all 

animals have feelings, and the 

love of animals has been instilled 

in me from an early age. My 

husband loved animals too. We 

helped domestic and wildlife all 

our lives and choose WINC for 

the beautiful work you do.” 

 

For more information please 

visit our website at https://www. 

helpingwildlife.org/get-involved/ 
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The Leslie Kiehl WINC Education Program Fund 
 

Leslie Kiehl with Sova, Barred Owl (left) and Chloe, Eastern Screech Owl (Right) Educational Ambassadors 

 
The Wildlife In Need Center’s (WINC) education program engages any children and adults 

with the opportunity to see some of our Wildlife Ambassadors up close. Our program 

fees are vital in providing the daily care of our ambassadors, but we do understand that 

sometimes groups are unable to afford all or part of these fees. Luckily the Leslie Kiehl WINC 

Education Program Fund was developed in 2015 in honor of Leslie Kiehl, a former Education 

Coordinators. Leslie touched the lives of over 100,000 people while providing our education 

programs throughout the community. Leslie passed away in April of 2015 from cancer and it 

was her wish to have a fund available to help local groups pay for the education program fee 

if they are not able to afford all or some of this fee. It is quick and easy to apply for this fund 

online and all we ask is that groups “pay it forward” to wildlife in the form of a service project. 

• Participating in habitat restoration 

• Planting native species of plants to benefit wildlife 

• Trash pick-up in wildlife habitat areas, including forests, neighborhoods, and city parks 

• Building and installing nest boxes 

• Showing environmental awareness and our impact on the environment 

• Participating in bird counts 

• Take what you learn from our educational program and become an ambassador by giving 

a presentation to your peers about ways we can help wildlife – help spread the word! 

• Holding a fundraising event that will raise funds for and awareness about the Wildlife in 

Need Center 

This is only a small handful of examples to help get you started, but the Wildlife In Need 

Center welcomes your creative thoughts and we love hearing your ideas on ways we can help 

our wild neighbors! Check out the Leslie Kiehl WINC Education Program Fund online today! 

Applications must be received by the following dates for a program that will be held after the 

deadline. The deadlines to apply for this funding is February 15th, May 15th and September 

15th. 
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Save the Date 

Annual Spring Banquet 

 
Friday, April 21st, 2023 

from 5:30 pm - 9:00 pm 

 
The Legend 

at Brandybrook 

Ellen Munshower, 
Welcome 

Coordinator! 

I am originally from Minnesota 

and at the College of Saint 

Benedict, I graduated with a 

biology major with a minor in 

environmental studies. Internships 

that I completed included working 

as an educator at the North 

American Bear Center in MN. 

I was a banding assistant and 

educator at the Alaska Songbird 

Institute. Finally, I worked as 

animal care staff at a Big Cat 

Sanctuary in Wylie. I received 

my Master of Environmental 

Education from the University of 

Minnesota in the spring of 2022. 

I recently finished a seasonal 

position at a natural history 

museum in the Adirondacks. In 

my free time I enjoy birdwatching 

and painting. I am so excited to 

be on team here at the Wildlife in 

Need Center! 

Education 

WINC’s Mission: EDUCATION 



 

Beautiful Moments in 2022! 
 

Left Photo: WINC staff, loved ones and volunteers with our Board Chair, Thomas DeMers 

Right Photo: Director Heather Merewood, Board Chair Thomas DeMers and Executive Director Kim Banach 

 

As the Wildlife In Need Center (WINC) approaches the end of the year, we have so much 

to be thankful for in seeing all the beautiful things happening at the WINC. We continue 

to care for avian patients that we accept following our Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza 

Protocol. Since March 2022, one of our two avian quarantines rooms has become animal 

care patient space instead of being equipment storage. We recently received a grant from 

Partners 4 Wildlife for our avian nursery. Staff remain excited to swap their animal care office 

space to a smaller room to create a larger avian nursery gaining 55% more space. 

Three new beautiful outdoor enclosures were built this summer which increases our pre- 

release enclosure capacity. Importantly, we have new larger indoor caging for squirrel, 

opossum, and raccoon wildlife patients. We have held volunteer trainings all year, gaining 

additional animal care and office volunteers. To meet demand for animal care, WINC has 

plans to expand our animal care staff to a team of five. 

As we think about the beauty of co-existing with wildlife, not only are we showing our 

willingness and strength in co-existing with wildlife, but we also are also showing our beautiful 

ability to co-exist with one another, even in the most stressful and emotional situations as we 

care for our wildlife patients. 

WINC admits animals on their worst day whether injured, orphaned or sick state. WINC’s 

staff feels the emotion that the wildlife patient is feeling because they are harmonious with 

the animal and nature. Our incredible team at WINC rallies around each other, as well as the 

wildlife patient, to bring it back to health. It is truly a beautiful process that connects animals, 

staff, and volunteers to the well-being of our unique ecosystem and community. 

Also, our annual Fine Wine and Dine, “A Sentimental Journey,” was attended by 104 guests, 

raising $34,000! Pictured above are the beautiful smiles of staff, volunteers, and our board 

chair. We have gained two new Dakota Society Members, who are leaving WINC in their 

estate planning. See page 3 sidebar for a special Dakota Society Member quote. 

We feel a sense of beauty and awe for the community supporting WINC. The support we 

have received over the last 28 years has enabled us to treat our 66,518th patient this fall. 

As we contemplate finishing strong, we welcome the many beautiful moments that will 

enable staff & volunteers to co-exist with our wildlife and to joyfully deliver WINC’s mission. 
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FROM THE DIRECTORS 

 
Thanks to Sponsors for 
Fine Wine and Dine 

Presenting: von Briesen 

& Roper 

Dakota Sponsor: Associated Bank 

 
Sponsors: Aquatica, Waukesha State 

Bank and Action Graphics 

Deb Block! 

Debbie has been involved with 

non-profits for over 30 years. 

Most of her work career and 

volunteerism has centered 

around humane efforts. Her 

love and passion remains animal 

welfare, the ecosystem and 

wildlife. She has a degree in 

Business Management with an 

emphasis on Marketing. She 

is a perpetual student and 

attends online classes through 

UW-Whitewater. Her first 

interaction with wildlife was 

on the “family farm” in the 

UP – she learned to respect 

and admire all forms of wildlife. 

Debbie has a soft spot for 

reptiles and small animals. She 

currently shares her home with 

two dogs, a ferret, chinchilla, two 

hedgehogs, bearded dragons, 

geckos, and a veiled chameleon. 

In her spare time, she loves 

spending time with her family 

and loves to bike, camp, hike 

and take pictures of animals, 

trees, and flowers. 

Welcome 



 
You can make a difference 

saving wild lives by joining 

our special group of monthly 

donors, 

“Wildlife Animal 

Champions” 

– are so incredibly important 

CHASE’S CORNER 

parts of Canada and Mexico. Striped skunks 

eat lots of plant materials, insects, worms, 

small mammals like mice, occasional bird eggs, 

and some dead animals like roadkill. We are 

helpful to gardeners and farmers because we 
to the work we do at the 
Wildlife In Need Center. 

 
For more information visit 

https://www.helpingwildlife.org/ 

monthly-donor-wildlife-animal- 

champions-member/ 

 
or scan the QR Code below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

What’s the BUZZ? 

Remembering Special People 

With Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) 

still around, WINC has not been open to visi- 

tors and we have not been doing Meet 

& Greets or events here this year, 

so we can protect our raptor 

members of the education 

team Dakota and Raenah as 

well as our avian patients. 

But we have been doing 

lots of education pro- 

grams and events out in 

the community. I’ve had 

a chance to educate lots 

of people about skunks 

and thought I should 

share some info with 

you. There are 13 species 

of skunks world-wide, with 

4 found in North Ameri- 

ca – American Hog-nosed, 

Hooded, Spotted, and me the 

Striped Skunk. I am the species 

found in Wisconsin and my species is 

the most common North American species 

of skunk found in every continental state and in 

eat insect pests of crops. I am especially fond 

of hard-boiled eggs in the shell and cooked 

eggplant! Females have a litter of 4-6 

kits once a year and those babies 

are weaned about 7-8 weeks 

of age. Babies may stay with 

mom for 6 months to a 

year, following her to 

learn how to forage for 

food. Skunks in the 

wild are nocturnal, 

but I tend to work 

the day shift. On my 

days off I am all for a 

good long nap. We 

are really good diggers 

– check out my long 

nails next time you see 

me. We dig up grubs and 

worms – yum. I don’t have 

great vision, but my sense 

of smell is very keen. When I 

smell food, I dig to get to it. Hope 

to see you at an education event in the 

future! 

 

This year there has been a 

substantial outpouring of gifts 

 

How Can You Help? 

from donors to WINC in honor 

or memory of special people in 

their lives. 

 
Scan the QR Code below with 

your smart phone camera to be 

directed to our “Remembering 

Special People” web page. 

• Become a member or Join our Wildlife 

Animal Champion monthly donor mem- 

bers! 

 
• Use www.smile.amazon when shopping. 

It’s all your benefits at Amazon, desig- 

nate the Wildlife In Need Center as your 

charity of choice, and we will receive a 

portion of your purchases. 

 
• Good Harvest Market in Pewaukee gives 

an EcoToken to shoppers who bring a 

reusable bag. Shoppers donate those 

tokens to local nonprofits at the store. 

WINC receives 10 cents per token. 

 
• Bring us your grocery receipts from 

Albrecht’s Sentry in Delafield, and Piggly 

Wiggly in Hartland and Oconomowoc. 

We turn them in for a portion of the 

totals. 

 
• Get a Kwik Trip Rewards Card and have 

your and have your rebate go to WINC. 

Kwik Trip donates an additional 1% too. 

 
• Check with your employer to see if they 

match charitable donations. 

• All adult wildlife patients are re- 

leased back home (the area where 

they were rescued) but the babies do 

not have established homes yet. If 

you or someone you know would like 

to be a property release site, we have 

release site forms on our website. 

http://www.helpingwildlife.org/reha- 

bilitate/wildlife-release-program 

 
• Join ShopRaise at https://ShopRaise. 

com/for/helpingwildlife a simple 

way to turn your everyday online 

shopping at over 1,000 participating 

retailers into support for our cause. 

From groceries and apparel to tech- 

nology and travel – a percentage of 

almost everything you buy goes to 

support our cause. The best thing is 

the program is free, you do not pay 

any more for the items you buy, and 

you get access to all the best coupons 

and deals. 

 
• And don’t forget your local wild- 

life. Water is hard to find in winter. 

Consider a heated bird bath or just 

put out a shallow container water on 

warm days for wildlife. 
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Why YOU Should Volunteer at 
Wildlife in Need Center 

 

 

 

Top Left Photo: WINC Interns Hope and Autumn 

Bottom Left Photo: True Blue Cage Crew volunteer, Chrysta B 

Top Right Photo: True Blue Cage Crew Mark M, Kim B, and Rick N 

Bottom Right Photo: True Blue Cage Crew Volunteers Rick N, Mark M, 

and Kim B 

Volunteers are an integral part of the Wildlife In Need Center. But what’s in 

it for you? Why would you want to volunteer? Do you like animals? You can 

work hands-on with wildlife here up close and personal. Many of the animals 

we help have were harmed through accidental or purposeful human activity 

as follows: birds fly into windows, animals are hit by cars, animals get stuck in 

fences or soccer nets, animals fall in window wells, our pets hurt animals. By 

volunteering at WINC, you can help mitigate some of the damage humans 

cause to wildlife. 

 
Some of the songbird species we work with are on the decline – each bird 

makes a difference, and you can be a part of that. Are you a birder? You 

will see more birds here up close than you will ever see out in the field. Are 

you interested in science? We teach our volunteers all about native wildlife. 

Knowing the natural history of the species we work with is vital to giving 

them proper care in captivity. Did you want to be a vet when you were a 

kid? Volunteers assist our staff in administering medication, treating wounds 

and fractures, doing physical therapy on patients. 

 

Volunteering helps you take your mind off your own problems when you 

are busy helping wildlife. It’s good for your mental health. Do you like talking 

to people and helping? Our office volunteers talk to many people in-person 

and over the phone providing great advice to deal with animal situations, 

sharing natural history, admitting patients. People who like animals are fun 

people to be around! Many of our volunteers and staff form friendships on 

their shifts. You can always check our website for our next orientation date. 

Join us! 
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VOLUNTEERS 

Annual Pancake 
Breakfast 

Sunday, 

March 12th, 2023 

7:30 am - 1:00 pm 

at the Dousman 

Ottawa Lions Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be sure to watch your inbox 

for our monthly issue of 

What’s the Hoot! newsletter 

where you will see interesting 

wildlife patient stories, learn 

about upcoming events and 

important news! 

 
If you are not receiving the 

What’s the Hoot! newsletter, 

contact 

Development@helpingwildlife.org 

to be added to the mailing list. 

mailto:Development@helpingwildlife.org


 

Wildlife In Need Center 

W349 S1480 S. Waterville Road 

Oconomowoc, WI 53066 

262-965-3090 

www.helpingwildlife.org 
 

Calendar 2023 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 2023 
Sunday, March 12th, 7:30am – 1:00 pm 

Pancake Breakfast 

Dousman Ottawa Lions Club, Dousman, WI 

 

April 2023 
Friday, April 21st, 5:30 pm – 9:00 pm 

29th Annual Spring Banquet 

The Legend of Brandybrook, Wales, WI 
 

September 2023 
Saturday, September 9th, 4:00 pm – 7:00 pm 

Wildlife In the Park 

Cory Municipal Park, Dousman, WI 
 

October 2023 
Friday, October 13th, 6:00 pm – 9:00 pm 

10th Annual Fine Wine and Dine 

The Club at Lac LaBelle, Oconomowoc, WI 

November 2023 
Saturday, November 4th, 4:00 pm – 7:00 pm 

Spaghetti Dinner 

Dousman Ottawa Lions Club, Dousman, WI 

 
Tuesday, November 28th, All day 

Giving Tuesday 

Online: www.HelpingWildlife.org 

Stay tuned to your email, WINC’s Facebook, and 

WINC’s Website for Event Updates 

 

Exciting news and events at WINC can be found on our website. 

Scan the QR Code below with your smart phone camera 

to be taken to our website. 

 

 

 

 

 
Friend us on WINC’s Facebook! 

Scan the QR Code below with your smart phone camera 

to be taken to our Facebook page. 
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