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WINC’s Mission: EDUCATION
Meet Willow the Woodchuck!

How much wood could a woodchuck
chuck if a woodchuck could chuck wood?
We’ll have to ask our newest wildlife ambassador: Willow the Woodchuck!    

Willow was placed at WINC from Fellow
Mortals after she and her brother were
admitted as orphaned infants. Unfortunately, her brother passed away
from a lung infection. As she
grew in the rehabilitation process, she never developed
the wild instincts required
to survive in the wild.
Fellow Mortals goal is to
release wildlife back to
the wild – but in Willow’s
case their team and veterinarian did not see the
wild behaviors a groundhog needs to survive in
the wild. The decision was
made to find placement for
her to be used for educational purposes and live out
the rest of her days with her
human caretakers. Everyone here
is so thrilled to bring her to her new
home, the Wildlife In Need Center.
  
Willow will spend the rest of her life at
the Wildlife In Need Center and help
educate others on wildlife rehabilitation,
animals of Wisconsin, and her species. She
will be a great example of why scientific
names are so important in the natural
world as Woodchucks, Groundhogs,
Whistle Pigs, and Land Beavers all refer
to this animal: Marmota monax! The nickname “whistle pig” comes from the loud,
high-pitched whistle they use to alert
other woodchucks of danger nearby.

Woodchucks can move almost three
tons of dirt excavating their narrow,
tight-fitting burrow which can reach
30 feet or more in length and have
multiple tunnels and chambers within.
Woodchucks build between 2 to 5
entrances into the burrow to help
them escape when foraging above
ground.   

According to tradition, the
groundhog peeks out of
its burrow on February
2nd and checks to see
if it has a shadow. If it’s
sunny enough for a
shadow, the groundhog will return to the
comfort of its burrow,
and winter will continue for an additional
6 weeks. Woodchucks
are considered true
hibernators and enter
a deep sleep-in late fall.
During their 5-6 month-long
nap, they may wake up and
take a walk or a bathroom break.
In preparation for hibernation, most
Meet Willow, the Woodchuck! of a woodchuck’s spring and summer
is spent eating their greens to build
up fat reserves to survive their winter
slumber. They lower their body temperature to 38 degrees Fahrenheit and
slow their heart rate down to 4 beats
per minute during hibernation!
Willow will be going through a training
process to get her used to the education programs the Wildlife In Need
Center provides. We are so excited
to have her join our team of wildlife
ambassadors!

Story By Helen Holtz

Mission Statement
To provide wildlife rehabilitation to Wisconsin wildlife with the intent to release back to the
native habitat, conduct research designed to further the positive impact of rehabilitation,
and provide quality community education programs and service.

Wildlife In Need Center
Board of Directors
Tom DeMers
Mike Guzniczak
Lou Banach
Tom Roberts
Bridgett Brown
Lynn Wilde
Heather Merewood
Gottlieb John
Marmet, JD
Jennifer Bloss, DVM

President
Vice
President
Treasurer
Secretary
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director

Wildlife In Need Center
Staff
Kim Banach

Executive Director

Lisa Rowe Director of
Operations
& Wildlife
Rehabilitator

WINC’s Mission: ANIMAL CARE
A Shocking Encounter
On June 17th, a young orphaned Great horned owlet was found sitting on a patio
looking very weak and injured. Luckily, the finder did the right thing in calling WINC
for help. Upon the owl’s arrival, staff gowned up in full PPE to bring her into our
quarantine area. Due to the highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) aka ‘bird flu’,
WINC staff has had to take extra precautions to reduce the risk of spreading this very
contagious disease.
Upon examination, staff found that not only was this young owl very thin and
dehydrated, But also her left wing was badly injured. Many of her feathers were
damaged and her elbow and wrist were very swollen. The surrounding area was quite
bloody and covered in fly eggs and larva (aka maggots). The wing was thoroughly
cleaned several times over the first few days, and eventually the tissue was maggotfree and starting to heal. She was also given injectable fluids and hand fed twice daily
for the first few days to help stabilize her, and she quickly began to regain strength and
eat well on her own. In order to get her to a healthy weight, she was eating upwards
of 4 rats a day!
X-rays confirmed that there were no fractures, and that all the damage was all softtissue. After a few days it became apparent that the owlet was picking and chewing at
the injury site, creating even more damage. Many times, a tell-tale sign of electrocution
can be self-mutilation due to the nerve damage and the extreme discomfort it
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Left photo: Electrocution Great Horned Owl peeking into the rescuers sliding glass door - help me please!
Right photo: Orphan Juvenile Great Horned Owl and electrocution orphan Juvenile Great Horned Owl.

can cause. When staff noticed this behavior, it seemed to be confirmation that
electrocution was the culprit. Luckily, after an adjustment to her medications, she
stopped self-mutilating and quickly became bright and feisty. In addition to the antiinflammatories, pain medications and antibiotics, WINC staff continued daily wound
care until the damaged tissue was healed and the swelling and infection were fully
resolved. In the following weeks, she continued to heal and to grow stronger every
day.
Meanwhile, we had another juvenile great horned owl in care who was looking for a
friend. Fortunately, once our electrocuted owl was stable, we were able to introduce
these two young birds to each other. They are now housed together in an outdoor
aviary (learning how to be owls) as they continue to heal, grow, and mature into young
adults.
Story by Elisa Fosco
Page 2

WINC’s Mission: EDUCATION

Save the Date
Annual Fine
Wine & Dine

Turtle Crossing

Saturday,
October 15th, 2022
from 6:00 pm - 9:30 pm
Westmoor Country Club
WINC is excited to host a
Basic Wildlife Rehabilitation
course on October 1st &
2nd, 2022!

Left photo: Adult Blanding’s Turtle crossing the road to lay eggs.
Right photo: Turtle road crossing sign.

Our Education Coordinator, Helen Holtz, recently received her Wisconsin
Master Naturalist certificate this year. The program is a series of sessions and
field experiences that presents a statewide perspective on Wisconsin’s natural
resources, ecological processes, and conservation issues.  Each Master Naturalist
is expected to create a capstone project at the end related to education,
stewardship, or citizen-science. Helen’s capstone project was to work the
Department of Transportation to install Turtle Crossing signs on HWY 67 in
the town of Ottawa near the Ice Age Trail, Scuppernong Springs, and Ottawa
Lake. The Wildlife In Need Center has seen dozens of injured turtles from that
specific area and the Department of Natural Resources has had many reports
of turtles crossing there.
All turtles, even sea turtles, need to lay their eggs on land and they often
need to crossroads in order to search for nesting sites. Female turtles are
disproportionately subject to road encounters, and this puts both the females
and the next generation of turtles in jeopardy. In many cases, turtles simply
cannot reproduce fast enough or in large enough quantities to mitigate the
number of reproductive adults lost to road mortalities.
Equipped with the right knowledge, everyone can help decrease these deadly
encounters by learning how to help these wild animals get to where they want to
go. Although we love and want to help every turtle that has found itself on one
of our roads, your safety and the safety of others will always come first. When
it is safe to do so, always move a turtle in the same direction it was traveling
when you saw it. Place the turtle at least 10 feet from the road (not on the
roadside), so if startled by the experience, the turtle does not get disoriented
and accidentally run back into the road. Turtles should always be moved across
roads in as direct a line as possible. You might be tempted to “help” the turtle by
moving it to a wooded area or a nearby body of water, but the correct solution
is to quickly move the turtle the shortest distance possible. If you’re lucky, you
can be there at the right time and place to help it live another day, year, or more!
Helen’s goal is to spread awareness of these amazing creatures by installing
seasonal Turtle Crossing signs on HWY 67 and will be providing free educational
programs on Wisconsin’s 11 species of turtles at Lapham Peak Nature Center
and at Ottawa Lake this fall.
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Story By Helen Holtz

This is an introductory course
through the International
Wildlife Rehabilitation Council
for beginning or novice wildlife
rehabilitators seeking formal
education. It can also be an
excellent refresher for the
intermediate or experienced
rehabilitator. WINC is in a lucky
position as Elisa Fosco, WINC’s
Director of Animal Care has been
an IWRC instructor for 17 years.
To see details and to sign up visit
https://theiwrc.org/product/basic-wildlife-rehabilitation-course/

Save the Date
Giving Tuesday
Tuesday,
November 29th, 2022
All Day
Online at
www.HelpingWildlife.org

WINC’s Mission: ANIMAL CARE
Bird Break In

Welcome Sara Imperl!
Sara Imperl graduated from
Carroll University in December
2021 with a B.S. in Animal
Behavior. She was an intern
at WINC in 2019 and 2020,
was seasonal staff in 2021, and
became full-time staff in February
2022. Sara enjoys camping and
kayaking in her free time.

Left photo: First year Red-tailed Hawk, flew though double pane glass window waiting for help on a dresser!
Top right photo: Toe fracture splint - What is that?
Bottom right photo: Home and flying free!

On February 4, 2022, the Wildlife In Need Center got an unusual call from
someone who was watching over their neighbor’s unattended house. They heard a
crash and glass shattering, so they went to investigate and to their surprise found a
spunky juvenile red-tailed hawk had broken through a window and was inside their
neighbor’s home. Luckily, we knew just the people to send out to pick up the hawk
and bring her to the center for care for any injuries she may have obtained during
her break in.
Her physical exam revealed lacerations on both feet, a fractured toe and a
fractured sternum, but was otherwise she was alert and healthy.

Welcome
Anna Schwarzkopf!
Anna Schwarzkopf is a 2022
graduate from the University
of MN with a BS in Ecology,
Evolution and Behavior. Originally
from North Prairie, Anna was a
WINC intern in the summer of
2020, and since then has gained
experience working with animals
in research, agricultural and
rehabilitation settings.

Her fractured toe was stabilized and splinted, and she was on pain medications
and an exercise restriction plan while her sternum healed. Like most teenagers she
was eager for the delicious meals provided, especially since she didn’t have to catch
them herself. When her sternum was stable, she was moved into an outdoor
enclosure to give her more space to heal and recondition her flight muscles. Once
the toe fracture was stable and her flight was strong again, she was taken back for
release in her home territory and the forgiving homeowners welcomed her back
despite her teenage rebellion. On February 20, 2022, she was back home where
she belonged, wild and free.
In order to help avoid birds hitting your windows we recommend putting up
window stickers or decals to help them see the windows. If you see or suspect a
bird has hit a window, please contact your nearest wildlife rehabilitator for care
and advice.
Story by Helen Holtz
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FROM THE DIRECTOR
To Go Fast, Go Alone... To Go Far, Go Together

Left photo: Cherish and orphaned Great Horned Owl wellness check before re-nesting.
Right photo: Elisa, Sara, and Cherish in one of the avian quarantine rooms examining a Red-tailed Hawk.

Greetings, and there is an old quote, Chinese in origin, which goes as follows: “May you live
in interesting times”. I think we can agree totally that these past few years - and certainly as
we traverse 2022, that these have been not only interesting times but also times that test our
resolve and grit across many fronts as I will expand on below.
From HPAI – the Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza, which was unchartered territory for
WINC that required innovative staff solutions to care for avian patients. We were tested
frequently as a team and came together timely to protect and care for all patients, support
WINC’s mission and protect our raptor ambassadors. The entire hospital was re-arranged that
included two avian quarantine rooms. As WINC’s Executive Director, I am immensely proud
of our team, interns, volunteers, for navigating these challenges as we worked to rehabilitate
injured, orphaned, and sick wildlife patients.
We are also pleased to share that upgrades have occurred in and around the facilities that
include a new generator, outdoor and indoor enclosure upgrades as well as the beginning of
adding new outdoor enclosures.
As with any organization, initiative-taking and preventative maintenance are necessary to
support patient care. As we have officially now occupied our new building for just over a
decade, ongoing maintenance is required but is not possible without the ongoing financial
support from our donors. And your ongoing support has never been more important as we
navigate these inflationary times which has resulted in higher costs across the board.

Welcome
Sara Putnam!
Sara Putnam has an BMA with a
marketing concentration for the
Lubar School of Business at the
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.
Additionally, she has a BFA in
Design and Visual Communication
for UWM. She is a marketing &
graphic design professional with
several years of experience.

Annual Pancake
Breakfast

Sunday,
March 12th, 2023
7:30 am - 1:00 pm
at the Dousman
Ottawa Lions Club

With this as background, a generous donor has agreed to a $25,000 match. We don’t expect
costs to decline any time soon, so we thank you one and all for your past support and your
ongoing commitment to assist WINC in these costly times.

Save the Date

Complementing this match is the double your donation and summer baby campaign which we
are almost at 85% to meet the match.

Annual Spring Banquet

As I close this note to you, I will end with an African proverb that captures WINC’s ethos:
To go fast, go alone
To go far, go together
Thank you all for coming together on WINC’s journey as we truly are stronger together!
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Story By Kim Banach

Friday, April 21st, 2023
from 5:30 pm - 9:00 pm
The Legend
at Brandybrook

CHASE’S CORNER
too and so we also have many turtle eggs in the
incubators. I like eggs, but mine come from the
store.

Above photo: Beautiful coats
of fur with these two sibling
Eastern Gray Squirrels.
Middle photo in article:
Two siblings orphaned Eastern
Gray Squirrels. The left one
has a lighter coat, and
the right is an albino!

What’s the BUZZ?
Remembering Special People
This year there has been a
substantial outpouring of gifts
from donors to WINC in honor
or memory of special people in
their lives.
Scan the QR Code below with
your smart phone camera to be
directed to our “Remembering
Special People” web page.

It’s been a weird summer at WINC because of
Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza. Animal Care Staff
rearranged the clinic and created a quarantine
area for birds and puts on PPE to work
with birds. And before we admit any
bird, staff looks at a video for signs
of disease. I was told when hot
weather comes this disease
usually stops being a problem,
but not this year with cases
all over the country still
through summer. But our
staff are working hard to
take care of birds the best
we can to keep all our
bird patients and Dakota
the Great Horned Owl
and Raenah the Red-tailed
Hawk safe too.

Summer means new interns in the clinic too.
They like to come admire me when Helen has
me out to exercise in the classroom. I am very
handsome and fun to watch as I gallop around the
room and play with my toys. Elisa says the
interns are learning lots here but will
be going back to school at end of
summer to learn more. Then
they can tell people at college
what I taught them about
skunks. Every meeting is a
chance for education with
WINC.
Helen and I have
been very busy with
programs, sometimes
even more than one
a day. Helen said we
went to almost all the
Waukesha and Jefferson
County libraries. We did
some birthday parties too –
kids love me! My favorite part
about programs is when I get to
eat and show how to tear things
apart with my claws and munch with
my shiny sharp teeth. I am very impressive.
But maybe Helen and I should practice eating
some more just in case.

Some things are normal for
summer – lots of baby Eastern
Cottontail Rabbits, Eastern Gray
Squirrels, Virginia Opossums like
Marcy, and, of course, those noisy little
raccoons. But it seems like a lot more baby
red squirrels and flying squirrels also this year. And I
heard there were lots of turtles that were hit by cars

How Can You Help?
•

Become a Member!

•

Use www.smile.amazon when shopping. It’s all your benefits at Amazon,
designate the Wildlife In Need Center
as your charity of choice, and we will
receive a portion of your purchases.

•

Good Harvest Market in Pewaukee
gives an EcoToken to shoppers who
bring a reusable bag. Shoppers donate
those tokens to local nonprofits at
the store. WINC receives 10 cents per
token.

•

Bring us your grocery receipts from
Albrecht’s Sentry in Delafield, and
Piggly Wiggly in Hartland and
Oconomowoc. We turn them in for a
portion of the totals.

•

Get a Kwik Trip Rewards Card and have
your and have your rebate go to WINC.
Kwik Trip donates an additional 1% too.

•

Check with your employer to see if
they match charitable donations.

•

All adult wildlife patients are
released back home (the area where
they were rescued) but the babies
do not have established homes yet.
If you or someone you know would
like to be a property release site,
we have release site forms on our
website.
http://www.helpingwildlife.org/re
habilitate/wildlife-release-program

•

Join ShopRaise at
https://ShopRaise.com/for/hel
pingwildlife a simple way to turn
your everyday online shopping at
over 1,000 participating retailers
into support for our cause. From
groceries and apparel to technology
and travel – a percentage of almost
everything you buy goes to support
our cause. The best thing is the
program is free, you do not pay any
more for the items you buy, and you
get access to all the best coupons
and deals.
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VOLUNTEERS
Volunteer Trainers Play an Important Role
in Animal Care at Winc

Be sure to watch your inbox
for our monthly issue of
What’s the Hoot! newsletter
where you will see interesting
wildlife patient stories, learn
about upcoming events and
important news!
Left Photo: Volunteer Debbie Simon in the kitchen at WINC.
Middle Photo: Volunteer Lynda Rafel feeding an infant Squirrel.
Right Photo: Betty Baker, the recepient of the 2021 Volunteer of the Year award.

Volunteers have always been an important part of WINC’s wildlife
rehabilitation team. We are always looking for new adult volunteers.
You can read details about volunteer opportunities on our website
https://www.helpingwildlife.org/get-involved/become-a-volunteer/
People interested in volunteering in Animal Care working hands-on with
patients go through a training process of a 4 ½ hour shift per week for four
weeks. Volunteer Trainers who train new people are volunteers as well.
Volunteer Trainers have been WINC Animal Care Volunteers for several years
and have the patience and people talents to help new volunteers learn the
many skills and information needed to work with wildlife. Learning to read the
patients charts which have all the info needed to care for that patient, learning
how to handle wildlife for human and animal safety and to reduce patient stress,
learning where things are in the clinic, learning how we do laundry and dishes,
food prep, cage furnishings, enrichments - everything volunteers need to learn
to care for our wildlife patients, our Volunteer Trainers can teach. It’s a big
commitment for our Volunteer Trainers, and we are so grateful for their work
to help new volunteers get started. It also creates extra work for the other
volunteers on that shift because the Volunteer Trainer can’t do as much work
as they normally would because they are concentrating on training. While all
WINC volunteers are Fabulous, our Volunteer Trainers take on additional
responsibilities and work and we greatly appreciate it. Our current Volunteer
Trainers are Lynn Rice, Jeannie Merz, Ann McAllister, Debbie Simon, Jenni
Kapanen, Sandy Russell, Betty Baker, Sheri Garcia, Debbie Wenzel, Dave
Woerpel, and Lynda Rafel. And thanks to our past Volunteer Trainers as well.
It takes a team of volunteers and staff to care for all WINC’s wildlife patients
and we are thankful for all of them!
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Story By Lisa Rowe

If you are not receiving the
What’s the Hoot! newsletter,
contact
Development@helpingwildlife.org
to be added to the mailing list.

Annual Spaghetti
Dinner

Saturday,
November 5th, 2023
4:00 pm - 7:00 pm
at the Dousman
Ottawa Lions Club

Wildlife In Need Center
W349 S1480 S. Waterville Road
Oconomowoc, WI 53066
262-965-3090
www.helpingwildlife.org

Calendar 2022 - 2023

September 2022

Saturday, September 10th, 4:00 pm – 7:00 pm
Wildlife In the Park
Cory Municipal Park, Dousman, WI

October 2022

Stay tuned to your email, WINC’s Facebook, and
WINC’s Website for Event Updates
Exciting news and events at WINC can be found on our website.
Scan the QR Code below with your smart phone camera
to be taken to our website.

Saturday, October 15th, 6:00 pm – 9:30 pm
10th Annual Fine Wine and Dine
Westmoor Country Club, Brookfield, WI
Saturday October 1st, 8:30 am – 5:00 pm
Sunday October 2nd, 8:30 am – 3:00 pm
Basic Wildlife Rehabilitation
Wildlife In Need Center

Friend us on WINC’s Facebook!
Scan the QR Code below with your smart phone camera
to be taken to our Facebook page.

November 2022

Saturday, November 5th, 4:00 pm – 7:00 pm
Spaghetti Dinner
Dousman Ottawa Lions Club, Dousman, WI
Tuesday, November 29th, All day
Giving Tuesday
Online: www.HelpingWildlife.org

March 2023

Sunday, March 12th, 7:30am – 1:00 pm
Pancake Breakfast
Dousman Ottawa Lions Club, Dousman, WI

April 2023

Friday, April 21st, 5:30 pm – 9:00 pm
29th Annual Spring Banquet
The Legend of Brandybrook, Wales, WI
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