
 

 

 

 

 Many of you have asked about the progress in finding a new location for the Center.  Many of you 
also may have read the Tuesday May 18th issue of the Journal Sentinel which included an article in the  
Waukesha section titled “A Natural Alliance?”  The article dealt with a possible association between the  
University of Wisconsin-Waukesha and Wildlife in Need Center.   

As you know, the Center has been looking for a new location for about two years.  Twenty sites have 
been visited, but nothing was found that quite fit our needs.  Then last November, our Executive Director - 
Mike Guzniczak was introduced to Patrick Schmidt, Dean of Schools for the Waukesha campus.  Mike and 
Patrick initially discussed obtaining some property on the campus in Waukesha, but the conversation quickly 
turned towards the UW Field Station.  The Field Station is approximately 98 acres of land, donated to the 
UW system almost 40 years ago.  The property is currently used by the university for student classes and 
research.  Located just south of Hwy. 18, on Waterville Road in Waterville, the Field Station in about 3 miles 
west of our current building making it extremely convenient for a potential move. 
 A collaboration with UW-Waukesha and the Center affords both organizations many opportunities.  
From joint research projects, to expanding the communities knowledge about the two organizations, we feel 
this is truly a win-win situation.  To date, the potential project is being discussed with representatives from 
Madison and the UW-System.  The response has been very positive and we hope to have a final decision 
sometime later this summer.   
 As far as the funding of a new center, we will soon re-launch our capital campaign.  To date, we have 
raised nearly three quarters of our $1.5 million target.  If you are interested in contributing to the campaign, 
please contact the office for more information.  And, as always, stay tuned for more updates! 

Although the possibility of a new facility is big news, we want 
to mention the wonderful job the staff and volunteers did on 
this years annual banquet.  The event is our largest fundraising 
affair and this year we rose over $37,000 for the Center.   
 A special thanks to Nancy Meier, who has chaired this 
event for the past three years.  Planning and organizing this 
event starts in November, and Nancy commits a huge amount 
of her time to the task.  The attendance total was up from 
last year, with one hundred and seventy people present.   
And to top things off, the auction items where some of the 
best in years.  Thanks to all who attended and who helped to 
make this event a great success!   
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“Crazy Bird Lady” Hosts  
Baby Bird Feeding Orientation 

Rainy weather and a parking lot full of soccer parents, players and 
vehicles, didn’t dissuade future volunteers from attending the Baby 
Bird Feeder Orientation on Saturday May 3rd, at the Brandybrook 
Community Center. An amazing seventy-two people were in  
attendance, breaking our 2007 record of fifty-seven!  Attired in my 
“Crazy Bird Lady” garb, participants received an overview of the  
responsibilities of being a Junior Volunteer/Baby Bird Feeder, bird 
growth stages, diet preparation, new feeding procedures, caging and 
bird handling.  A highlight of the class is Nest Making 101, where 
participants are hands-on creating various sized bird nests for use by 
our patients.  A short quiz was given at the end of the class, and those with the correct answer were  
rewarded with an orange or bottle of jelly.  Why you ask?  What better way to tie in bird feeding, than to 
be reminded of the Baltimore Orioles and their springtime arrival!  Orange-ya glad you came to the class?  
All-in-all, it was great to see so many new faces, as well as returning bird feeders..  As this article goes to 
print, I’m happy to say that sixty baby bird feeders are on the schedule and the summer has gone by 
quickly.  I thank all of the Junior Volunteers/Baby Bird Feeders for their support and efforts, as do the 
baby birds benefitting from your care.   

      
 WINC Wednesday/Friday volunteer Carol Hurst, or as  
her students at Carroll College would call her, Dr. Hurst  
engaged fellow volunteers with her lecture on Comparative 
Anatomy and Physiology, held Tuesday, June 24th at the 
Brandybrook Community Center.  The  presentation covered 
the various likenesses of vertebrates, their differences and 
adaptations, comparisons in skeletal structure, diets,  
digestion and a finally a special look at animal flight.   
 
     Various animal skeletons were on display, which  
provided  additional visual support  to the topic.   
Surprisingly, Carol’s  presentation was only a small portion   
of the actual class she teaches at the college.  And, given  
the response by our attending volunteers, they were left  
yearning for more!   
 
     Many, many thanks to Carol for the time preparing and sharing her expertise and knowledge.  It was very 
much appreciated!       

Further Your Knowledge - Animals: Diversity! 
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Wish List for 
Summer-Early Fall 

 
These are the items we need the most, please spread the word: 

 
Paper towels 

 
Puppy Chow 

 
No-waste Seed 

 
Berries (fresh or frozen) 
Fruit (fresh or frozen) 

 
Dog Crates 

 
Innova EVO Cat & Kitten Food 

 
Science Diet AD - canned 

 
Max-Cal Eukanuba 

 
CliniCare Liquid Nutrition for Dogs or Cats 

 
Pedialyte (generic is fine) 

 
Simple Green Cleaner 

 
Latex or vinyl exam gloves (unused, non-sterile) 
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              August 
 

Saturday 23rd 8-4 PM 
 

Dousman Area Rummage Sale 
 

 Stop by for a hot-off-the-grill 
burger or hot dog, chips, soda and 
don’t forget to take home some 
baked goodies too!  All proceeds 
from the sale of these treats and eats 
will go directly to Wildlife In Need 

 
 
 

September 
 

Tuesday 23rd  
 

Golf Outing 
 

 Join us as we drive for  
Dakota!  We will again be hosting 
our annual golf outing and we want 
you to join us!  We need golfers as 
well as volunteers and if you can’t 
come for the whole day consider 
joining us for dinner featuring Saz’s 
catering and our silent auction 

 
 

October 
 

Saturday 4th 
World Animal Day 
 

 

An Albino Robin?! 
Have you ever seen one?   
Most likely not, as they are 
rare indeed.  The Center 
received their first 100% 
albino robin at the end of 
June 2008 as a result of a 
cat attack.   
What is albinism?  
This genetic condition is 
described as the absence 
of pigment, meaning that 
there will be no color in 
the bird’s feathers, bill, or 
legs, and their eyes will  
appear red or pink.   
Albino birds find it  
extremely difficult to  
survive in the wild, as they 
lack camouflage and stand 
out as prey.   
 

Another term, Leucism, is often confused with albinism, meaning that a bird has feathers that 
 appear lighter than normal, as if the bird had been dipped in semi-opaque white paint.   By examining our 
bird, it could easily be seen that it was a true albino.  Unfortunately, this robin did not survive.  On a more 
positive note, our robin will be going to a taxidermist to be mounted.  The robin will then be used for  
education purposes and to be displayed in our office so that he can serve a purpose in educating the public 
about animals like him. 

Calendar of Events 
 

Volunteers enjoying the evening during the picnic 
sponsored by the WINC Board of Directors 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Simply the Best! 
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     Summer interns - what would we do without them???   
They work 20 - 40 hours (whether part-time or full-time), eight hours or more a 
day, for little or no financial gain, other than the experience needed to fulfill a  
requirement for credit in their major.    
     We’ve seen them pitch in to do dishes and laundry, helping with charts on 
days when we were short on volunteers, cage building and how many hours of 
baby raccoon feedings and cleanings? 
     And yet, they came to the Center with a smile on their faces, ready to learn and  
experience life at a wildlife rehabilitation center.  If you had a chance to talk with them, 
you’d know that they are dedicated to their field of study, hardworking and passionate about  
nature and animals.  Not surprising, they could be your neighbors kid, a relative, or a friend of a friend from high 
school.  And best of all, they worked (and played well together)!  We appreciate all that they’ve done for the Center 
and each one of them will be missed when they return to school.  Thank you, thank you, thank you, thank you...  
        
Tera Brereton  
 UW - Madison, Super Senior, Major: Animal Science.  Future Occupation: Veterinarian.   
 Least Known Fact  about Tera:  She sews costumes for fun, especially renaissance clothing. 
 
Taylor Kleba  
 UW - Waukesha, Sophomore, Major: Animal Science. Future Occupation: Veterinarian. 
 Least Known Fact about Taylor:  She’s been riding horses since the age of six. 
 
Chris Staupe 
 UW - Stevens Point, Super Senior, Major:  Wildlife Management.   
           Future Occupation: To work out West on a game farm.  
 Least Known Fact about Chris:  He likes the Minnesota Vikings!  (WHAT)?! 
 
Katie Babicz 
 College of the Holy Cross - Worchester, MA, Junior, Major:  Biology/Pre-Med. 
 Future Occupation:  Veterinarian. 
 Least Known Fact about Katie:  She was with a group of hikers/campers that was lost and  
            stranded in a Utah canyon for two days. 
 
Rebecca Bellmore 
 UW - Platteville, Junior, Major Zoology.  Future Occupation:  To work at an exotic zoo. 
 Least Known Fact about Rebecca:  She loves insects, especially spiders that bite! 
 
Rosie Berger 
           Alverno College, Super Senior, Major - Pre-Vet,/Biology.   
           Future Occupation:  Veterinarian.  Least Known Fact about Rosie:  She’s a master level synchronized            
           swimmer, competing in Las Vegas this fall at the Nationals. 
 
Jessica Anderson  
 Carroll College, Senior, Major: Animal Science.  Future Occupation: Wildlife Rehabilitation. 
 Least Know Fact about Jessica:  She took 3rd place in women’s wrestling for the USGWA. 
 



 

 

Please welcome the following new Animal Care  
volunteers: 

Bridget Carpenter 
Anna Crawford 

 Julie Heyrman 
                                            Sherri Mielke  

Mary Redman                                             
            Alexandra Weston 

 
Volunteers who give that little something extra, lend a helping hand when 

needed, or go beyond the call of duty will be recognized with a “birdie” thank 
you.   

The Volunteer Recognition board is located on the closet door,  
at the base of the second floor stairs.         

A Little Birdie Told Me 

  

  

WHOOO’S New at WINC ? 
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The End of Shift Checklist is used as a guide for  
completing chores, preparing foods for remaining shifts 
and restock of various supplies.  The checklist can be 
found in a dark green folder along with the other  
maintenance folders.  Please make sure your shift  
completes their checklist and informs staff of any supplies 
that are needed, or duties that were unable to be  
performed.    

End of Shift Checklist 

 

VOLUNTEER SIGN-IN SHEET 
Please remember to always sign-in and 

out for your volunteer shift.   
WINC keeps track of the amount of 

volunteer hours, which is used to  

apply for grants and other types of 
funding.  

 

 

 
Let everyone know what you did this summer by wearing a BBU t-shirt.   
Youth and adult sizes available in assorted colors.  Buy a t-shirt today and  

support WINC and the Baby Bird Feeding Program.  Cost $10.   

 
Protocol for Outdoor Raccoon Care: 

 
For the sake of volunteer and animal safety, it is very important that we follow the protocols below and 
those included with each outdoor raccoon folder! 
 
1).  Each summer, when raccoons move outdoors from the Nursery, the staff will talk to the Certified  
      Raccoon Care Volunteers on every shift to familiarize them with proper outdoor raccoon care 
      procedures.  As each person is briefed, staff will check their name off the Certified Raccoon Care  
      Volunteer list. No volunteer may do raccoon care until: 

 A).  The have been trained to at least a Level 2 Animal Care Volunteer. 
 B). They have completed the Raccoon Care Class. 
 C). They have signed a release.  
 D). They have been trained and been approved by staff!   

2).  Interns will go out morning and evening to lock raccoons up in their crates.  Volunteers MUST NOT   
      enter cages with loose raccoons!  No exceptions! 
3).  Staff/Interns will keep control of the keys and thereby help protect volunteer and ‘coon safety. 
4).  Volunteers will not be allowed to open the crate doors to let the ‘coons out of their crates –  
      Staff/Interns will release the ‘coons when they are done with all of the raccoon cages. 
5).  VERY IMPORTANT!!  PROTECT AGAINST BITES!!! 

 *  DO NOT enter cage unless ‘coons have been locked up in crates by staff.  Staff/interns have the keys 
     to these cages. 
 *  Keep fingers OUT of occupied crates.  Keep your head and hands away from occupied crates! 
     DO NOT lean on outside of occupied cages. 
 *  Wear safety glasses if you wish when cleaning cages and dishes to protect against splashed  
    disinfectant and “poo”. 
 *  Rubber boots are available in the hall by the front door for you to wear while cleaning these cages. 
 *  Close and latch inner and outer cage doors when finished, even though ‘coons are still in cabs. 
 *  DO NOT use brushes from ‘coon cages in other cages, such as the duck cages. 

6).  See Cheryl with any questions. 
 

Every Volunteer Should Know:Every Volunteer Should Know:  

Page 5 Volume 2, Issue 2 

FOR SALE—Baby Bird University T-Shirts! 


